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Gene’s
V A L E T  S E R V I C E

3040 Far Hills • 299-5631

20% OFF On Dry Cleaning Only
Excludes: Suede & Leather, Wedding Gowns & Household Items

With coupon: One coupon per customer per visit with incoming order. Expires 9/23/08

Your Neighborhood Pharmacy!

Visit

Roger & Doug

Wurtzbacher

and the

same great

staff in our

Oakwood

store

• Delivery Services Offered
• Wait for Prescriptions Usually Under 5 Minutes
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

293-3172
Mon-Fri  9-6,   Sat  9-1

2419 Far Hills Ave.
(Next to Rife Jewelers & across from Graeter’s & Starbucks)

KETTERING
3131 Wilmington Pike

643-2700

ENGLEWOOD
525 W. National Rd. 

832-8200

TROY
14 S. Westin Road

335-4199

A Subsidiary of
U.S. Bancorp

* ★Conventional
   Loans onlyFOR ONLY

Competitive
Rates

and Programs
on Purchases 

and Refinances

PURCHASE OR REFINANCE
YOUR HOME

PURCHASE OR REFINANCE
YOUR HOME

Including Application Fees

FREE PRE-APPROVALS
*Additional restrictions apply.  Recording fees not included.

BEAVERCREEK
2794 Colonel Glenn Hwy.

431-3663

NO
POINTS!$299$299

CENTERVILLE
5651 Far Hills Avenue

434-1254

FRANKLIN
1040 E. Second Street

748-0844

EEdduuccaattiioonn
Oakwood school’s summer projects completed
By Kevin Philo
Oakwood Schools Treasurer

The Oakwood Schools recently
completed major summer projects
in preparation for the opening of
school on Aug. 20th. These
improvements were completed in a
timely manner and under budget
with some projects more typically
contracted out completed by school
employees resulting in cost savings
for the Oakwood taxpayers.
Projects included new bleachers at
the high school stadium, roof
replacements at the high school and
Smith Elementary, asphalt work at
all of the buildings, renovation of a
storage area into a classroom at
Harman Elementary, installation of
additional security cameras at the
high school, and electrical upgrades
at the junior high school.  Three new
Chevrolet Suburbans were also pur-
chased.

The most recognizable upgrade
was the replacement of the visitor
football, softball, and baseball
bleachers at the high school stadi-
um, which was completed within
budget.  The new football visitor
bleachers can seat 1,000, are handi-
capped accessible, and cost
$172,000 to complete.  These
bleachers were replaced because of
their age and for safety reasons. The
cost of the new baseball and softball
bleachers was $28,000, which was
generously donated by the
Oakwood Athletic Boosters. This

project included an
improvement to
our baseball facili-
ty with the installa-
tion of a new (and
higher!) center-
field fence.

The fact that sta-
dium renovations
were completed on
time and within
budget is a direct
result of several
district partner-
ships of which we
are very apprecia-
tive. Members of
our district
F a c i l i t i e s
Committee, com-
prised of commu-
nity volunteers,
took field trips to
other school sites,
reviewed design
components, and
helped monitor
progress during construction.  Local
architects Mark Wiseman and Tom
Thickel of Levin and Porter assisted
with the project. The Oakwood
Athletic Boosters helped to com-
plete the bleacher projects by fund-
ing 100 percent of the new baseball
and softball bleachers.

Two school roofs were replaced
this summer – one over the Smith
gymnasium and the other over the
middle wing of the high school.

These roofs were completed on time
and under budget at a cost of
$172,700 for both.  All roofs on all
buildings were inspected and evalu-
ated in accordance with a new state
law and deficiencies were corrected.
Permanent improvement levy funds
were used for both the roofing and
the bleacher projects.

Asphalt work was completed at
Harman, Smith, and Lange elemen-
taries, but instead of contracting

with an outside
company to do
the work, the
O a k w o o d
Schools utilized
summer work-
ers (current and
former students
hired by the dis-
trict) to com-
plete the jobs at
a substantial
cost savings to
the district.
These workers
were trained
and supervised
by school staff
and worked
very hard in the
hot summer sun
to complete this
work.  Building
custodians re-
striped the nec-
essary lines.
H a r m a n

Elementary custodians also renovat-
ed a previous storage space into a
very nice instructional space for stu-
dents. Custodians, who are also the
district’s trained maintenance staff,
completed additional electrical
upgrades at the Junior High at a cost
less than outside contractors. In
addition, every classroom and space
throughout the district was thor-
oughly cleaned and disinfected dur-
ing the summer, with carpets

cleaned, desks scrubbed, etc. to
make Oakwood classrooms the
cleanest possible.

For additional safety and securi-
ty reasons, twelve new video securi-
ty cameras were installed at the high
school in the hallways adjacent to
the “Pit” (East gymnasium).  Local
contractor Digital Video Security
was used for that project. These
cameras are used to monitor hall-
way activity twenty-four hours a
day and have proven to be a useful
component of our security plan.  

After a competitive bidding
process, we purchased three 2008
Chevrolet Suburbans from White-
Allen Chevrolet. The state required
bidding process ensured the lowest
possible price and our new vehicles
were purchased at 21 percent below
list price.  These vehicles, delivered
in mid August, are now in use and
replaced 1993 models that were at
the end of their useful life (averag-
ing 172,000 miles each).

In conclusion, the major summer
building projects for the Oakwood
Schools were completed in a timely
manner and under budget resulting
in cost savings for the taxpayers.  It
is challenging to maintain buildings
that range in age from 50 to 100
years. We are committed to meeting
our community’s expectation that
we have facilities that support the
important work of our teachers,
coaches, and students and to do so
in the most cost effective manner.

School board member and Facilities Committee Board Liaison
Sam Davis (center) thanks Diane Scott, 2008-09 Oakwood
Athletic Booster president (left) and Lisa Garner, 2007-08
Oakwood Athletic Booster president (right) for the donation of new
baseball and softball bleachers.
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